
The Covid19 Pandemic has been devastating to our community. We are very concerned for the 
overall safety and health of our citizens in Platte County. 
 
In times like these, it is important at all levels of government to work together in the best 
interest of every person in our community. Besides the impact of the virus on the overall health 
of those who actually have the virus and the devastating symptoms, there is equal devastating 
impact on those people who have lost their jobs, can't support their families, and are spiritually 
emotionally and physically exhausted. 
 
We believe that we can work with all levels of government including the health department to 
make sure that all parties and all people are represented and that all perspectives are 
represented at the table when important decisions like stay-at-home orders are issued. We 
have a good relationship with the health department. However, we simply disagree with some 
parts of the current order. The County Commission has no Authority over the health 
department. They are governed by a separately elected board. However, we do have Authority 
to implement Health Department ordinances related to how ordinances are enforced. The 
ordinance yesterday simply says that there will be no fines for violation of a quarantine order or 
stay-at-home order unless and until the County Commission ratifies the order. Our hope is that 
the commission will be kept in the loop and given the opportunity to provide   feedback to the 
health department on future orders. As I said in our meeting yesterday, working together with 
the health department we will get better public policy. But disagreeing with them and having a 
seat at the table will also result in better public policy. This is the way our Republic was founded 
and is one of the first principles of governance. 
 
Our hope is that we can work with the health department, the business community, our faith-
based community, and our citizens to help the people of Platte County return to a more normal 
life as safely as possible and as soon as possible. I guess to summarize this point I would say 
that the health department is under tremendous pressure. I hope and pray that they are 
interested in working together. But we need more than just Health Department perspective, to 
make the best policy decisions. 
 
I do not understand how people can say this is simply a political move. This is far too important 
for politics. As I said before, we are looking for ways to put our self at the table to make sure 
that all parties in the county are represented. Someone at the commission meeting yesterday 
expressed concerns about this order because of the precedent it would set. As I told that 
person, this is not the time for a do-nothing commission or a do-nothing commissioner. This is a 
time to take action to help our citizens recover from this as quickly as possible. To me, doing 
nothing is an immoral decision when so many people are hurting. 
 
For those who say that this is political and the we can't override state law, I say that's not what 
we did or tried do yesterday. What we did yesterday is to try to get a seat at the table to 
represent those that have not been represented in the Health Department decisions so far. 
 
Ron Schieber 


