
ELLIE  

How are you?   

 

GEOFF     

Good. I got your access to the KU stuff. Thank you. 

 

ELLIE     

You're welcome. I didn't change anything like I. I still had it. It just like all the boxes are checked 

off. So. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, I don't know why it didn’t work. I had access to most everything, but I couldn't get that T-

99, T-98. Burn through your taxes. And if you want to get $27 back, you can file your taxes. 

You're not worried about it, then you don't have to file. 

 

ELLIE     

Okay. I don't really I'm not really worried about it. Okay. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah. I mean, do you think that's worth it? 27 bucks? 

 

GEOFF     

Probably not. 

 

ELLIE   

Okay. 

 

GEOFF     

But still, no, you have to. You have to work your way through the taxes every year, just to see 

where you are. 

 

ELLIE     

Yes.  

 

GEOFF     

Okay. 

 

ELLIE     

Yep. How did you file your taxes? 

 

GEOFF     

What do you mean?  

 

 



ELLIE  

Like, did you do one dependent or two dependents? 

 

GEOFF   

Good question. I think just one. Yes. Just one. I think there are four different ways that I could 

have done it. So, I picked one just to see what would happen. 

 

ELLIE   

What four ways can you do it? 

 

GEOFF   

You can do it… Well you can do it a couple of ways joint. You can do it a couple ways single. So 

I picked a single way. 

 

ELLIE 

Even though you guys are still like, married?  

 

GEOFF     

Yeah. Yeah. Just because you're married doesn't mean you have to joint. 

 

ELLIE   

Okay. I mean, I don't know. Okay. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, I don't know. I don't know which way is best or, but I don't know. Talk to someone to find 

out how to do it. How to do a joint. I don't know how you take care of the person not being able 

to sign it so, I don't know. They say you can do it that way, but I don't know how you do it. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, you filed for two I think you get in trouble for tax fraud. So... 

 

GEOFF     

No, you don't. You can file joint if the person's dead, you can file joint if the person's alive. You 

can file joint if the person is alive and not with you. You can file joint if the if you don't have a 

clue what the person is. So, then you can do single. So, it's right there in the instructions. Box 

right through it. But I don't know what happens at the end when you get to where you need 

signatures. That's not that's what I need to go talk to someone about. 

 

ELLIE     

Who are you going to ask? 

 

 

 

GEOFF 3:41   



I don't know yet. I don't know who to ask. I thought when I had a little bit of time, I would check 

that out somewhere I don't have to get them filed for another what month-and-a-half or 

something. 

 

GEOFF     

It may not matter if I do them the different ways. They may be close enough that it doesn't really 

matter which way it goes. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, I hope you figure it out. 

 

GEOFF     

Yep, they'll figure it out. 

 

ELLIE   

Have you seen all this stuff out on the media? 

 

GEOFF     

The missing persons stuff? 

 

ELLIE   

Yes. Yeah. 

 

GEOFF   

Not all of it. 

 

ELLIE   

Yeah. 

 

GEOFF   

You can watch all the different channels.   

 

ELLIE   

I mean, I have it like, I don't watch the news normally. And so, I just like somebody told me and 

so I was like, okay. I figured they're gonna do that and take that next step. And they did. 

 

GEOFF    

And then the news channels are always looking for a story. So they're, they're rushing around 

asking people. What about this? What about that? What about this, hoping that hoping there's 

something there that gives them an exclusive, exciting news bit that they can talk about. 

 

 

ELLIE  



Yep. And they talk to the neighbors. So, or at least FOX4 got a little bit more than the other ones 

did. Were you surprised when you saw that on the news? 

 

GEOFF   

No, I figured it was coming. A little surprised, but not surprised. 

 

ELLIE     

You're not like, “Oh my God, my wife dead or alive is on TV.”  

 

GEOFF     

Right. 

 

ELLIE   

Did you think about like when the police asked me, well they asked you first, about where mom 

was? 

 

GEOFF     

Mmhmm 

 

ELLIE     

And then they called me too later. And they asked me without telling me what you said. Like, did 

you? Did you think about the fact that I was gonna have a completely different thing to say than 

you did? 

 

GEOFF 

I figured there'd be some differences. Yes. 

 

ELLIE    

Like a big a big difference, like whether she's alive or not? 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, could be. I talked to ***** and *****, too. And they got a slightly different story there also. 

So yeah, that's part of that's what people remember. For one, two, and part of it is perhaps 

because it happened over multiple days that, that **** and ****  didn't get the whole story, too. 

So. 

 

ELLIE    

No. I mean, like, when the police called you the first time and asked you where mom was, and 

you said she was out partying? 

 

GEOFF   

No, I didn't say she was out partying. Who said she was out partying? 

 

ELLIE     



You said she was out partying. 

 

GEOFF   

No, I didn't say that. I never said that. Is that what the police said? 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah. 

 

GEOFF     

Oh, we'll see. they've even got it wrong. 

 

ELLIE     

What did you say? 

 

GEOFF   

Oh, I told her that she wasn't here. 

 

ELLIE   

She was out with friends? 

 

GEOFF   

No, I just told her I just told them that she wasn't here. So, what they took that to be I don't 

know. Apparently, they took it to the partying. So, they've got it. They've got it wrong, too. 

 

ELLIE     

Why didn't you, why didn't you just say that? Why didn't you just say that she was dead like you 

told me?  

 

GEOFF   

Because, because nothing, nothing points to definitive her being dead. All I have was a phone 

call to go on. 

 

ELLIE     

So, you lied to me and said she was dead and then told the police. 

 

GEOFF   

I didn't lie to you. That's what I knew at the time. 

 

ELLIE     

But the timelines don't line up.  

 

GEOFF   

The what? 

 



ELLIE   

The timeframes of when things happen like the phone call and you telling the police that she's 

alive and then they would call me and you know that I'm gonna say the only thing that I know 

and that it's she's dead, and that's a huge discrepancy. 

 

ELLIE     

Did you look into a death certificate after mom passed away after you got that phone call? 

 

GEOFF     

No, I did not. I figured that when the time came to where a death certificate was needed, and 

that could put it in the taxes. 

 

ELLIE   

Well, the death certificate is needed when you cremate somebody. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, but I don't know that I need to get a death certificate for cremation. I don't have a clue 

how that all works. 

 

ELLIE     

And you chose not to look it up and research anything about it?  

 

GEOFF     

No, I figured that if it was going along that way, if she had passed away, that the facility she was 

with in a funeral home would work together, and that would be something that they would take 

care of. And I would get the paperwork as things were done. But it would take some time for the 

paperwork to come. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, that's not how paperwork works, though. And you keep saying the institution and funeral 

home and everything and there would be record of her death and there is no death certificate. 

 

GEOFF     

Right. There's no death certificate, I have no idea how long it takes to file a death certificate. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, doesn't take eight months. 

 

GEOFF     

Well, no, but then again, I'm not gonna go look for a death certificate until I finally need a death 

certificate.  

 

ELLIE     



Well, you need a death certificate to cremate somebody, and you've got this mysterious urn 

man that shows up with ashes. So of course, there had to be a death certificate before they 

cremated her. 

 

GEOFF     

Right. I know there's death certificate somewhere there, but I didn't need a death certificate for 

anything. Not yet. 

 

ELLIE     

I don't think you understand or I don't think you want to. I don't know that you know what the 

process is. Like, or you do, and you're just - I don't know. 

 

GEOFF     

No, I don't know what the process is like. 

 

ELLIE     

And do you ask me how to find mom? And are you like, sitting at home counting tiles and 

twiddling your thumbs?  

 

GEOFF     

No. I'm not.  

 

ELLIE     

Thinking like paint colors for walls and stuff, because you could go to the police department, you 

can tell them well, you know, you can come with me if you have nothing to tell but the truth then 

why don't you tell them? 

 

GEOFF     

I do. I tell them whatever I know. 

 

ELLIE     

And you told them she disappeared and you told me that she died. And so they call, they call 

they tell you so they ask you something completely different. Completely different. And then 

they come to me and they and I tell them what I know, which is completely different. 

   

Because you probably figured that the police were gonna call me too, ask where my mom was, 

after they called you. Last Friday, last last Friday. Like, I was shocked when I heard that you 

said that mom was gone, because I had known for eight months that she was dead.  

 

 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, me too. And I didn't know, didn't think that there was a high likelihood of her still being 

alive until I found out from you that there wasn't a death certificate. I had an inkling that maybe 



that was a little bit true, but I've never seen a death certificate and I thought, “Oh, things are 

really different.” 

 

ELLIE     

But in the way that this process works, you need a death certificate to do a whole lot of things 

afterwards. I hope that you were smart enough to figure that out… before the person with the 

urn in the ashes showed up, and you never asked for proof of whether or not mom was dead 

where her body was. 

 

GEOFF   

When you look at it, in hindsight, it always looks a lot different than when you're actually going 

through it. 

 

ELLIE     

Yes, I understand. 

 

GEOFF   

You should have known this, you should have known that. That's not how it works when you're 

going through it. 

 

ELLIE  

The way you handled it is not what should have been done. There should have been more 

questions that were asked, and I can say, I can say “should have” all I wanted, you're right, I 

can say “should haves” is all I want to all day, but you have no proof and you don't care about, 

like, where her body is, or paying respects or anything. In the end, mom was not in the place to 

be making decisions on her own. If someone has mental issues - Like, I want to make sure that 

she's safe and check on her. 

 

GEOFF     

What should I do? Lock her up somewhere? 

 

ELLIE     

Is that what you did? 

 

GEOFF     

No. That's not what I did. But that's the way you're talking about it. 

 

ELLIE     

No, that's not the way I'm talking about it. 

 

GEOFF     

Sure, if I'm gone during the day at work, and she's here at home alone, how am I gonna make 

sure that she's here when I return?  

 



ELLIE     

I don't mean that. I mean after she disappeared. 

 

GEOFF     

You just talked about how she should have been taken care of better. 

 

ELLIE     

After she disappeared with whatever stranger she was with. 

 

GEOFF     

Well, I don't know, because I'm not gonna go round and round with this conversation. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, because you have no answers. 

 

GEOFF     

I do. I've told you all the answers. You're, you're taking it in a different direction. 

 

ELLIE     

No, I'm just cross examining. 

 

GEOFF     

So what else do you want to talk about? 

 

ELLIE     

Nothing, like this is the biggest thing right now. And I know like, in my heart, I know that mom's 

gone. Like, I can feel it, and I wish that you could tell me more about what you... 

 

GEOFF  

You know everything about what I know. I wish I could tell you more. I'm sorry. You feel the way 

you do. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, it sucks. Because knowing you’ve been - I've been taught my whole life to be skeptical. 

And I know you are also skeptical person. Yeah, all the steps that you skipped throughout the 

process are ridiculous. 

 

GEOFF   

No, I don't think so. I think there is a tremendous amount going on at the time. And I felt that she 

was going to get some help finally, which was, which was rather a relief. Only find out that get 

told that she had passed away, which is a terrible shock and just devastating, and then to get 

the slow feeling that well, maybe that's not all true and correct, and feeling more that way now. 

It's very strange. It's very weird. And you don't follow through and find about this and find out 

about that and know the rules for doing it. The rules for doing that, as far as how person dies 



over, or what's, what happens during that time. I'm sorry, I don't know. I didn't know I didn't 

check. I've never had to do any of that before. I don't know how it all works. It's not something 

where my knowledge is. 

 

ELLIE     

I know, well, you didn't research. The strange thing, like you talked about strange things. But the 

strange thing is that you didn't tell any coworkers, you didn't tell any of her family, you didn't tell 

any of your family until just like dropped it on them and changed the subject and moved on. That 

surprised me, too. I understand that people grieve in different ways, but I don't like hide it from 

anybody and I don't shut them down or snap at people when they say, “I'm sorry for your loss.” 

Like that's some some odd behavior. 

 

GEOFF     

I don't snap at people either when I talk to them about it. 

 

ELLIE     

You did to one of their co-workers at work. 

 

GEOFF     

No, I did not. That is incorrect. I know who you're talking about and that is not correct. 

 

ELLIE     

Wow, okay. Are you gonna take any further steps with this? Are you going to sit at home and 

watch mom on TV? And keep picking wall colors? 

 

GEOFF     

Well, I think that's a pretty poor assessment of what I'm doing. 

 

ELLIE    

What are you doing? 

 

GEOFF     

I don't intend to do those things that you just talked about. 

 

ELLIE     

So what steps are you gonna take? 

 

GEOFF     

Maybe I should ask you those questions, what steps are being taken and what steps should be 

taken? Because you seem to have this all figured out. 

 

ELLIE     

I certainly don't have it figured out. That's why I'm asking you. 

 



GEOFF     

Except when I give you an answer, it seems to be wrong. 

 

ELLIE     

No, that's not how it's not wrong. 

 

GEOFF     

Seems wrong. 

 

ELLIE     

I think some of the actions that you took before could have been done better, and some of the 

actions now you can also be doing better. I don't want to say that you weren't going through the 

grieving process and that your action there would, like I know how hard that is. But you're not 

telling the police any like I don't. You're telling them that she's disappeared and they come ask 

me and I have to say that she's dead because that's all I know. And then that becomes a whole 

thing that blows up. 

 

Like, like, go to the police department, hire a private investigator, file a missing persons report. 

Like, you could do those things. Like, it seems like you either don't care or you know exactly 

what has happened. I don't know. I tried to ask you questions for eight months, and you always 

shut down. I know that it's hard. I feel plenty that it's hard, but I never wanted to feel alone in it. 

 

GEOFF     

You're not alone in it. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, you shut me down every single time and don't answer any of my questions. 

 

GEOFF     

I only dislike the continued critical analysis and criticism that I get. 

 

 

ELLIE     

There is answers to what happened. That's all it is. 

 

GEOFF     

No. 

 

ELLIE     

I'm not being critical of anything. 

 

GEOFF   

 



No. The narrative that you're making, as things go along, that tend to go off to an extreme, 

which may not have anything to do with exactly what happened. 

 

ELLIE     

Everything else is I've been critical in the past eight months, except for the past two weeks, 

when things have, more things have been discovered that have changed what we thought in the 

past eight months, or what I thought in the past eight months. Like I'm not making an extreme, I 

was never making extreme case about it. Because I accepted the fact that she died. I trusted 

you. 

 

GEOFF     

So did I, I thought she did die. I had no reason to believe otherwise. It was quite a shock when 

you said there was no death certificate, and it made a couple other things become a little clearer 

as to why they happened. But it's, it was just a big swing in one direction in grieving and then a 

big swing in the other direction and wonder why she, she did it and trying to think about that. 

And oh, my gosh, a lot of other things, too.  

 

ELLIE     

What other things? 

 

GEOFF     

Like some of the things that you've mentioned that I've gone through and thought about a lot 

myself, and I still think about, what could I have done differently? Why did I do this? Was there 

another way to handle things? I go through that analysis quite often.  

 

ELLIE     

Yeah. 

 

GEOFF     

I don't have answers. 

 

ELLIE     

You can take steps moving forwards, and you're not is all I'm saying. Like when the police 

question me, you were not there with me. You didn't help me. You didn't provide information. 

You weren't there. 

 

GEOFF   

No, because I had no idea they were questioning you. How was I supposed to know that? 

 

ELLIE     

If I asked you would you have gone? 

 

GEOFF     

Sure. I had no idea that they were questioning you. 



 

ELLIE     

If they if they questioned me again next week will you go with me? If they asked me to go in 

next week, will you go with me? Yes or no, dad? 

 

GEOFF     

I would say yes.  

 

ELLIE     

Arlight. 

 

GEOFF     

Alright. 

 

ELLIE     

I hope that you'll be there and you won't have a rambling story to tell. 

 

GEOFF     

Well, if it's questions like you about this, that and the other, it's probably gonna be rambling. 

Because life was pretty rambling at that time. Like I said, going on by with some knowledge, 

emotionally going another way with different knowledge. Even now, there's not enough 

information to know what which way to go or what to do. 

 

ELLIE   

Well, there is plenty of information and there's still plenty of steps moving forward, but I hope 

that you can take those steps with me instead of hiding and not telling the truth and I don't know 

if you are telling the truth, or whatever. 

 

GEOFF     

You need to stop saying that I'm not when I am. 

 

ELLIE     

Alright. Thank you for talking with me. 

 

GEOFF  

You're welcome. Thanks for calling. Thanks for setting things up with your class stuff.  

 

ELLIE     

Yep. All done. That will be fine. Don't worry about that. I'll handle classes.  

 

GEOFF     

Alright, I’ll talk to you later.  

 

ELLIE   



Alright. Bye. 

 

 

 


