
ELLIE     

Hello, cool, your phone works. 

 

GEOFF  

Yeah. Yep. So, I'm glad you got that. Thank you for telling me it wasn't working properly. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, it hasn't been working for a couple months. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah. Well, some calls I got, I don't know why it was marking so many of you all is as spam, but 

that's what it’s doing. 

 

ELLIE     

It picked us up as spam 

 

GEOFF   

Yeah. Yeah, it's a known thing. It's a known issue with some types of phones. 

 

ELLIE     

I've never heard of that. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, I had never heard of it before, either. So I had to do a little research to find out what was 

going on, and fixing it is kinda easy. I just don't know who ever figured out it was fixed. Because 

I asked people from the store and I didn't know what was going on. 

 

ELLIE     

Interesting.  

 

GEOFF     

Yeah. 

 

ELLIE   

I thought you did it, because I thought you didn't want people calling you or, whatever. 

 

GEOFF     

No. 

 

GEOFF     

It's one of those crazy computer glitches things that happen.  

 

ELLIE     

Oh, okay. 



 

GEOFF     

So I'm supposed to get money tomorrow. So I'll send you or transfer money, and then I'll let you 

know that it's been done. 

 

ELLIE   

Okay. Thank you. 

 

GEOFF     

Okay, did you get your car fixed yet? 

 

ELLIE     

No, I was going to go in tomorrow, and have you talk to them on the phone. 

 

GEOFF     

Oh, okay. Um, yeah, you don't necessarily have to have me talk to him on the phone. If you go 

into drive into the service planes. Drive in and you talk to the representative there, the service 

advisor, tell them what's going on. It could be something very simple that they don't know about 

because it's happening in other cars, and they can fix it real quick, or they'll tell you that they 

don't know anything in the car, and you tell them should be covered under warranty. 

 

ELLIE   

Right? I just don't want them to argue with me and say, well, it's bought on this day. So it's not 

covered under warranty. And then all of that. 

 

GEOFF  

Oh, no, that shouldn't, that shouldn't be a problem. Just, just come in and talk to them, and 

they'll check the, they'll pull the curb on the computer, and they'll check to see when it was 

purchased and see the mileage and check the dates and they'll know whether it's in warranty or 

not. There's no discussing or arguing about anything, because it's got a three-year, 36,000 mile 

warranty on everything, and then it goes, once that dates past then, some things drop off, and 

you have a paint and body warranty. And then that drops off and then you have a powertrain 

warranty. And then that drops off and then he's got a battery, hybrid electric warranty.  

 

ELLIE     

Okay. 

 

GEOFF     

So there shouldn't it should be no arguing whatsoever. The only thing that could come up is 

they may try and tell you that when you put your phone in and short circuited it and at that point, 

you just leave without getting it fixed and paying anything and let me know and I'll go talk to 

them.  

 

 



 

ELLIE   

Okay. Yeah, I don't want them to take advantage of a you know, 19-year-old girl who walks in 

there and they think, yeah, a lot of money. 

 

GEOFF     

Shouldn't be a problem. Because they know they'll get in trouble if they do, so.  

 

ELLIE     

Okay.  

 

GEOFF     

You can tell them if they want the money. Tell him that. No, thanks. I'll need my car back and it 

sucked my dad first. Just leave it at that.  

 

ELLIE     

Okay. 

 

GEOFF   

They may they may take a little while to put the car back together as they took it apart for 

anything.  

 

ELLIE     

Okay. 

 

GEOFF  

If they need to keep it for a while. This is gonna take a long time to fix then you can make an 

appointment to bring it back. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, I'll ask how long they.... 

 

GEOFF     

They might not have any idea. I don't know. We'll see. 

 

GEOFF     

Well, yeah. But they'll say, oh, take an hour, or it's going to be this afternoon before we can fit 

you in, and let's look at. It may take a couple hours after that. So look at some time-fame idea.  

 

ELLIE     

Okay. Well, I will tell you if I need any help. 

 

GEOFF   

All right, very good. Phone works. 



 

ELLIE     

Yeah, I'm surprised that it took so long, because your family tried to call you too, and they 

couldn’t reach you, and I was like, I don't know what's going on. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, I don't know how, how this, this spam filter blocking thing works or gets set up or screws 

up. But yeah, it's happened to a bunch of people over a couple of years, because there's a 

whole lot of discussion about it, and the fix is easy if you can figure it out. Took me half-an-hour 

reading posts on the internet to figure out what it was. 

 

ELLIE     

You're just old is what you're saying. Not tech-wise. 

 

GEOFF     

So yeah, look through the phone first try to pick out what it was. And I couldn't say that I 

Googled it. Go to a bunch of stuff. That sounds promising and tried it and voila it works. But I 

don't know why it screws up. 

 

ELLIE     

Everybody's talking about that? 

 

GEOFF     

No, nobody's talking about that. The phone companies. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, I had thought you turned it off so.... 

 

GEOFF     

l'll be getting the million calls tomorrow. 

 

ELLIE     

I mean, million calls from, from who knows where. 

 

GEOFF     

That's right. Not just spam. I'm turning that spam filter off. 

 

ELLIE     

Yep. Calls from media, calls from family, calls from all kinds of people. 

 

GEOFF  

That's right. Hey, you want to buy these? Hey, we can take care of this. Hey, you wanna buy 

this? 

 



GEOFF  

How did the school go? Do you have any idea yet? 

 

ELLIE   

They should be all “A’s”… the ones that I kept. 

 

GEOFF 

That’s good. Got plans for summer classes? 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, I'm taking three. 

 

GEOFF     

Wow. Okay, good. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, I mean, I went through a lot of crap this semester. So, I need to, I don't even need to catch 

up. But I want to be ahead. So... 

 

GEOFF   

Yeah, good idea. 

 

ELLIE     

And it would be nice to hear from you more often to check in and actually ask how I'm doing.  

 

GEOFF 

Alright. will.  

 

ELLIE     

Because I know when Zach went over there the other day, you didn't even ask how I was doing 

and I was like, “Oh my gosh, does dad not care about me?” 

 

GEOFF     

No, I do. I just didn't know how you felt about talking. Okay, now I know things are better. So I'll 

call more. 

 

ELLIE     

I mean, the whole thing is not better. But I did look at the house, I saw - I only went to the 

kitchen and looked around back and saw you've closed off that one door in the kitchen and you 

planted mom's flowers in the backyard, which I thought was interesting. 

 

GEOFF     

Well, they're not planted. They're just stuck there for the time being until we get the dirt all done 

around the house. 



 

ELLIE     

Are you gonna make a whole hasta ring around the border? 

 

GEOFF     

No, I'm gonna put those around. Between the two houses. The neighboring house with the 

shade is played to me in the fenced area where they could move to their backyard because 

that's where their gate is. And then I'm gonna put some different things out in front of the 

window. In that area, so let's think about some rose bushes. Who knows what else yet. I don't 

know what those plants are by the front door that are coming up. I'm waiting to see what they 

bloom into. 

 

ELLIE     

Um, I feel like they're white or purple little flowers. 

 

GEOFF     

Okay, we'll see. 

 

ELLIE 

Yep. So that's all I really looked at.  

 

GEOFF     

Okay. Well, I can look anytime to see how the progress is. You didn't go downstairs, so... 

 

ELLIE     

No, I don't really want to look around and pry too much. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, okay. Whatever. 

 

ELLIE  

Yep, whatever. That's kind of been the mood for the past few months.  

 

GEOFF     

Yep. 

 

GEOFF     

Did you see *****’s new dog? 

 

ELLIE     

No. She has been really rude to me, and she cut me off back in February. Okay, so has **** **** 

as of a couple days ago. So I don't know what you've been telling your family to protect you and 

all your lies, but they are not favoring me whatsoever.  

 



GEOFF     

I have not talked to any of them about you in any way, shape, or form for….  

 

ELLIE     

Interesting  

 

GEOFF     

Six or eight months. So I don't know.. 

 

ELLIE 

For six or eight months? 

 

GEOFF 11:52   

Yeah. Last time I talked to them when this was when they were here. When were they here? 

November? September? 

 

ELLIE  

And then we saw them at Christmas, and then you went over to ***** ******, and ***** ****’s 

house back in February.  

 

GEOFF     

I don't talk to them about you. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, well, seems like they don't really care so much either. So... 

 

GEOFF     

And then **** and ****, and--  just ***** and ***** came. came last fall.  

 

ELLIE     

Mm hmm.  

 

GEOFF   

So that's last time I talked to them. So they don't know what's going on with them. What they're 

thinking about or saying or whatever. Next time I see them I'll ask them. 

 

ELLIE 

When will we see the next? Are they gonna come up and visit or you're gonna go down there to 

visit? 

 

GEOFF     

I don't know. ****’s coming up with *** ***** in September, I think. 

 

ELLIE     



Are they staying that's the house. 

 

GEOFF     

They're staying at **** and *****'s.  

 

ELLIE     

Okay. How long are they going to be here? 

 

GEOFF     

A week, I think. 

 

ELLIE 

So what dog did **** and ***** get? 

 

GEOFF     

They got a little fluffy brown toy. I don't know. It's not a poodle. It's like a poodle. I don't 

remember what breed it is. So do you remember? Do you remember the white one? The other 

dog?  

 

ELLIE     

Yes.  

 

GEOFF     

It’s similar to that. I mean, it's light brown it has a better disposition. It's friendlier. 

 

ELLIE     

Friendlier. Okay. I asked her to go to lunch a while ago, and she was not very inclined to do 

that. So. Yep. Everybody just wants me to shut up and keep going with my life. 

 

GEOFF     

Well, I don't know what they want. Maybe I'll poke a little and see what's going on. 

 

ELLIE     

I was told to let go and forget about it. Which makes me quite displeased, so... Because if it 

were their son or their mom I don't think they would just let it go. Quite disrespectful. 

Disappointing. So you can ask them. See what's going on? I don't know. 

 

GEOFF 

Okay, um, are you working? They've got --  Union Station is closed. They closed the campus, so 

are you doing anything? 

 

ELLIE   

Um, campus is closed all jobs are closed, and Union Station is back open in June with a bunch 

of social distancing things going on. 



 

GEOFF     

Yeah, I found that to social distancing when I go out places doesn't always work very well.  

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, do you even go out places a lot? 

 

GEOFF     

Not a lot. No. I've been to the grocery store. Let's see. I go maybe once a month, once every 

five weeks. We don't go very often in grocery store, and then **** and I go to Home Depot. 

We've gone once since it close down occurred months ago, so I don't know when we're gonna 

go again. Probably not for another month or two. So we make the name we make lists and then 

we go get everything that we think we need on the big list. That way we don't have to go very 

often. 

 

ELLIE     

So if you don't talk about me, what do you guys talk about? 

 

GEOFF     

What do - What do we talk about? 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, house stuff, car stuff? 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, house stuff. Coronavirus stuff. Government doing stuff for the coronavirus. Did you get 

your stimulus check? Let's see what else... That's, that's pretty much it. What we're gonna do on 

the house next. I think that's pretty much. 

 

ELLIE     

Just house, house, house. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, there's a lot of house talk. Because there's a lot needs to be done. It's kind of surprising 

to me to them on something seems a little more of it. That's okay. Could have figured it is gonna 

take a lot. 

 

ELLIE     

Are you digging up the patio? And because I thought it was being broken apart? 

 

GEOFF     

No, out back?  

 

ELLIE     



Yeah.  

 

GEOFF   

No, I'm putting a lot of dirt into bringing the ground level up as high as it should. It's all sunk 

around the house. Settled over the years since the house is built, and that's letting the water 

flow towards the house rather than away from house. So, all that dirt around the house is to 

resculpt ground levels so that it flows away from the house. And then on top of that, we'll put 

some topsoil and then we'll put sod on top of that to make the lawn come back. So the long 

leave at the same rate as the back one or step down to slit. 

 

ELLIE   

Well, like I said, I'm not gonna go over there and I'm not gonna pry around, and I don't feel 

comfortable over there and I don't feel comfortable in the Prairie Village house either, so... 

 

GEOFF     

Okay. 

 

ELLIE     

Yep, that's it. 

 

GEOFF     

When do summer classes start? 

 

ELLIE     

First week of June. 

 

GEOFF     

First week of June? They all online? 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah. 

 

GEOFF     

They talked about next fall being online or not? 

 

ELLIE     

They have said they're open. But that depends on the circumstance - circumstances of what 

happens. 

 

GEOFF   

Yeah, okay. So they don't know yet. 

 

ELLIE   

So they don't really know yet. But for now, they're saying they're reopening. 



 

GEOFF     

I keep watching the numbers every day, whether they're going up or down. 

 

ELLIE     

Going down some places and going up and others. 

 

GEOFF  

Yeah, pointing to see if they open up that much it's gonna go up. 

 

ELLIE     

If they what? 

 

GEOFF     

Since they opened things up for waiting to see how the numbers go up. 

 

ELLIE   

Hmm. Yep. 

 

ELLIE     

I mean, New York has been going down even though they have opened stuff up.    

 

GEOFF   

Yeah. They reached the maybe stopped the curve and started down and I don't think we've 

reached that point around here yet. 

 

ELLIE     

I have enough going on that I don't really look every single day. 

 

GEOFF     

Right, but you need to look and make sure that some hot spot hasn't popped up and you have 

to make sure that you do things to not get virus like stay away from large groups and social 

distance and masks are good. Even though you get some weird looks when you wear one. 

 

ELLIE     

Most people wearing masks now. 

 

GEOFF   

Yeah, I see where I go. Maybe 50% of the customers now that couldn't please are wearing 

masks now. Yes, but customers coming in the past? 

 

ELLIE    

I'd say like 60 to 70% of people at the store wear masks here now. And yes, I do know how to 

social distance and not get myself sick. 



 

GEOFF   

Yeah, I find that I think I know how to social distance and then I catch myself being human and 

that social distancing. I can wander closer to the person talking to them. It's like go to close get 

back. 

 

ELLIE     

Where does that happen? 

 

GEOFF     

Nothing good happens because human beings like to be close to other human beings 

 

ELLIE     

Walk together in a grocery store.  

 

GEOFF     

What's that?  

 

ELLIE     

Are you doing at the grocery store? Like... 

 

GEOFF     

No, I find that I do that just about anywhere. 

 

GEOFF     

I had a guy come over and look at the house plumbing wise because it's covered under the 

home warranty and I just forced myself to stay away and shout across the room. 

 

ELLIE     

So you have a look at what? 

 

GEOFF     

Plumbing/ 

 

ELLIE     

In the Prairie Village house for the Lawrence one? 

 

GEOFF     

No. Lawrence one. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, and then you have to sanitize everything after he's gone. After what he touched so... 

 

GEOFF     



Yep, good thing I I have a few Clorox wipes left.  

 

ELLIE     

That's good. 

 

GEOFF     

Because you can't find them in the store. 

 

ELLIE     

You can find them in Lawrence. 

 

GEOFF     

Oh, that's good to know. Where, what stores? 

 

ELLIE     

Target has a list of what's available and what's not available right when you walk in. 

 

GEOFF     

That’s good to know. What do they have in those big tents outside Target? 

 

ELLIE     

And they're remodeling the store. 

 

GEOFF  

Oh, okay. 

 

ELLIE     

They've like flipped entire sections. 

 

ELLIE     

I think they're adding like a Starbucks and some other thing. 

 

ELLIE     

You know what I really wish? Was if you and I could talk about the happy times and mom 

eventually. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, I think we will be able to eventually. 

 

ELLIE     

How long? 

 

GEOFF   

I don't know.    



But I, but I know we can just generally let me, let me kind of think about moving in that direction. 

Because there are some things that we need to look at and go through and make decisions 

about so, pictures and stuff like that so, I think those would be good things to talk about. 

Thoughts, and memories.. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, I remember you said you want to put pictures of her around the house, and also like, the 

flowers that she took around the house. 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, there's an awful lot of pictures of her flowers but there's not very many pictures of her. 

 

ELLIE     

She's too busy taking pictures of everybody else. 

 

GEOFF     

Right. Yeah, so. Yeah, we can do that. 

 

Seems I’m working in Lawrence almost every day, maybe not in Lawrence every day but 

working on something on the Lawrence house else every day. So some days, my days are 

doing other things. And then one day I'm finding out it's not enough. More to do than just one 

day allows. 

 

ELLIE     

Well, you are keeping yourself busy and distracted.  

 

GEOFF     

Yep. Yep, I am. 

 

GEOFF     

So everyone you're hanging around with has not come down with coronavirus? 

 

ELLIE     

We can get tested at the hospital, but nobody around me has it. No. 

 

ELLIE     

Do you mind if I asked how often do you think about mom? 

 

GEOFF   

Sometimes I think about her a lot, and sometimes I think better just a little bit, but it’s every day 

so, it kinda depends on what I'm doing and where I am, but yeah, every day. 

 

GEOFF   



Flowers and plants are coming in, flowers are coming up, so I've thought about her a lot 

recently. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah. Yeah, I still think about her every day, too. What happens if she comes back and she 

sees all of your all of her hastas dug up? 

 

GEOFF     

They aren't they're not dug up. I took some from the island out front and their houses grow, they 

spread and multiply and I've seen a few out because they're way too crowded in some places 

so I couldn't get a lawn mower up to that gate. So I had to take up some planes there. Those 

are most of what I took over to Lawrence. So things haven't changed. I planted a bunch of red 

buds over by the driveway in the creek, kind of spread it around the house. So I'm gonna do 

some of those and put them in front, so we can make a redbud forest, and I thought I'd put the 

hastas all underneath it so I don't have to mow over that in that area. So, mainly it's been raining 

a lot, not too much transplanting, there's a little bit I'm gonna do a little bit more. Keeps me busy. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah  

 

GEOFF  

Yep. I get to know how much work she put in moving plants around. 

 

  

ELLIE 

Yeah, she put so much work in. So say if she comes back she'll be like, “Oh my god, why did 

you do that?” 

 

GEOFF     

It's it looks pretty much the same. And I haven't done anything to change anything. So like I 

said, in some of the overcrowding. 

 

The only thing I thought about changing is that area between your driveway in the creek. I was 

sitting out back today thinking that those four pine trees are going to have to get cut down and 

then what would I put up in place seven to pluck view of the neighbors? I don't know yet. That 

was just something I thought about this afternoon. I was sitting out there. 

 

ELLIE   

Why did you have me? That was the other question I had. Why did you have me sign the 

beneficiary document? 

 

GEOFF     

Say that again. 

 



ELLIE     

Do you remember the beneficiary document back in September, where you had me sign for 

mom? 

 

GEOFF     

Oh, um.  I can't remember because I was changing all the beneficiaries around so that you 

didn't end up… if something happened to me, you'd end up beneficiary on just about everything. 

So I think that was, I think that was mom's account. Because we didn't have a beneficiary on 

mom's account. So I think it's the only thing I can think of, all the other ones obviously, signing 

because I was one of the major persons on that. 

 

So I just wanted to make sure that if something happened, then another person would be able 

to go in and kind of take over the account or the money would go to their person and, and they 

wouldn't have to go through the court system because, because that's always a big payment, 

but it costs a lot of money and takes a lot of time, so. 

 

So I wanted to make sure that someone could get to the money quickly and easily and continue 

to pay the bills and wouldn't be a problem with money for a couple months for rent and school 

expenses and insurance and other payments that may have to get made. Especially, it's going 

to take some time to sell a house, so you got to keep paying all the bills until the house is sold.   

 

ELLIE     

You're saying that you do realize it's illegal to forge her signature? 

 

GEOFF     

Yeah, I know that. 

 

ELLIE     

You had me do it instead, so you wouldn't get in trouble. 

 

GEOFF     

No, because I couldn't do it. The person that owned the account could do it. 

 

ELLIE   

I couldn't do and either it's I'm not mom. 

 

GEOFF     

Well, I know that. I know that. I see what you saying. I could have forged your signature or you 

could have forged her signature? Yes, I understand that. My handwriting is not very good at all. 

 

ELLIE     

Yeah, well, I'm basically the bullet shield for you.  

 

GEOFF     



What? 

 

ELLIE     

Basically the bullet shield for you in signing that. Because that was very illegal. 

 

ELLIE   

Okay, my phone is that 3% so I will let you go for the night. 

 

GEOFF    

Okay, thank you very much for telling me my phone had a problem and for calling back today 

and checking that it's okay. So I appreciate that, and I'll talk to you soon. 

 

ELLIE     

Alright 

 

GEOFF     

Alright. Love you. 

 

ELLIE     

OK, bye. 

 

 


