
1). Do you support the Military Family Basic Needs Allowance and its inclusion in the 2021 National 

Defense Authorization Act? 
  
I support the Military Family Basic Needs Allowance. The men and women making great sacrifices 

for our country should never struggle to provide meals to their families. Members in the House are 

open to the inclusion of this provision in the 2021 National Defense Authorization Act and when it 

comes time to vote, I will support its inclusion.  
  
2). Do you support excluding a soldier’s Basic Allowance for Housing as counted income when 

determining SNAP eligibility? Military advocates say counting BAH as income often makes struggling 

service members ineligible for SNAP benefits. 
  
Including soldiers’ Basic Allowance for Housing as counted income when determining SNAP 

eligibility places an unnecessary and arbitrary burden on the shoulders of military families that are 

facing a situation that could be remedied or alleviated through the exclusion of BAH in the 

determination of SNAP eligibility. This notion is particularly relevant today as families across the 

nation face and experience food insecurity, potentially for the first time, as the pandemic continues 

to shape our daily lives. Excluding BAH as a SNAP eligibility determining factor would ensure that 

more service members have access to this vital resource and the ability to feed their family.  
  
3). Do you support establishing professional licensing agreements for military spouses in all 

50 states? Military families move every two to three years, but a spouse’s professional license doesn’t 

always transfer. That creates a financial burden because those spouses may have trouble finding a job in 

their license field. Missouri became one of less than 20 states with these license reciprocity agreements 

this year. Do you support Missouri’s action? Should it be nationwide? Is there federal action that can be 

taken to address this professional license reciprocity issue? 
  
I supported Missouri’s decision to honor professional licenses that military spouses hold from other 

states and I believe there should be similar provisions in place nationwide. This measure helps 

military spouses continue to provide for their families, avoid setbacks in their careers, and fills open 

jobs, thereby contributing to local economies. Military spouses deserve some kind of federally 

implemented license reciprocity.  
  
4). Do you support the 3% increase in base pay for soldiers included in the 2021 NDAA? Should it be 

more? 
  
I supported the 3% increase in base pay for soldiers included in the 2021 NDAA and would be 

happy to see this increase should the opportunity arise. 
  
5). Is any level of food insecurity among service members or their families acceptable? Does it surprise or 

alarm you that active duty service members and their families now rely on food pantries, and other 

governmental programs like SNAP, WIC, and free and reduced school lunches? 
  
As a longtime advocate for vital governmental programs like SNAP, WIC, and free and reduced 

school lunches, all of which are aimed at mitigating food insecurity in communities across the 

United States, there is no level of food insecurity, among any population, that is acceptable. Having 

said that, the number of active duty servicemembers struggling to put food on the table is 

particularly alarming. Recognizing the gravity of this problem, I have personally attended several 

events with Harvesters since the onset of the pandemic, and I contacted the USDA regarding school 



lunch waivers to ensure that children continue to receive food support, even if they are schooling 

from home.  
  
  
6). What specific action(s) have you taken to address food insecurity among active-duty service members 

and their families? 
  
Over the course of the pandemic, I have worked to reduce food insecurity not only in communities 

across Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District, but throughout the country. In April, I joined 

Representative Wm. Lacy Clay (D-MO) in writing a letter to Secretary Sonny Perdue of the USDA, 

voicing support for the Missouri Department of Social Services’ request for a waiver that would 

allow SNAP and WIC recipients to receive groceries via delivery. In August, I joined over 100 

Members of Congress in calling on the USDA to extend critical child food programs through the 

school year. Specifically, I supported efforts to renew waivers allowing families to participate in the 

Summer Food Service Program and the Seamless Summer Option, and I joined the push to waive 

area eligibility requirements during the entirety of the 2020-2021 school year. Back in March, I 

voted in support of the CARES Act, which helped connect American farmers with families in need, 

and in May I voted for the passage of the Heroes Act, which increased the maximum SNAP benefit 

by 15 percent and provided additional funding for nutrition programs that help families keep food 

on the table. 
  
7). One active-duty Army sergeant told us: “I signed up to serve and protect my country. But I didn’t sign 

up to serve, protect, and struggle to feed my children.” What’s your message to that soldier? 
  
On Veteran’s Day and during political campaigns, the mighty U.S. military is verbally 

celebrated and canonized. However, as too many veterans know all too well, our nation has failed to 

put words into action when it comes to assisting those who were willing to sacrifice everything in 

defense of our freedoms. Nutrition assistance and housing are critically important issues 

requiring congressional attention. I also believe that $ 1 billion for updates in military barracks and 

$600 a week should go to each enlisted American below the rank of Staff Sergeant for as long as 

other Americans receive enhanced unemployment benefits in the now dangerously delayed Heroes 

Act. Military personnel have also been bludgeoned economically, and I would 

unhesitatingly support an amendment to add those provisions. Frankly, if such an amendment 

reaches the floor for a vote, no member of congress would dare vote no. 
 


