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August 23, 2022 
 

Statement by Sen. John C. Danforth on the Announcement by John F. Wood 
That He Is Dropping out of the Race for U.S. Senate from Missouri 

 
I of course understand and sympathize with John’s decision. The path to electoral victory 

here became exceedingly narrow once Eric Schmitt, rather than Eric Greitens, won the 

Republican nomination. 

I am nevertheless disappointed, and I think Missouri voters ought to be as well. Once 

again, they are left with no good options. There is no question that of the three candidates who 

until today were in the 2022 race for U.S. Senate from Missouri, John Wood is by far the best 

qualified. 

It is John who best understands that our politics – in Missouri and across the country – 

have lurched down a terrible path and become toxic. We have reached a point in our country 

where political views turn family members against family members, friends against friends; 

where people with different views are seen as enemies to be hated and even fought rather than as 

simply fellow Americans with different perspectives.  And our politicians are doing everything 

they can to promote these divisions because they “energize” their base and help them win 

primary elections.  

John Wood wants to bring people together -- not fan and exploit their differences for his 

own gain like President Trump and his leading champions, one of whom is Eric Schmitt. 

Since 2020, the No. 1 issue Trump has used to divide this country is his assertion that the 

election was rigged against him – a whopper known as the Big Lie. The significance of this 

falsehood cannot be overstated.  Americans are used to the idea that their politicians sometimes 

lie.  But this lie is different. 
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It is a direct attack on American democracy and the Constitutional structure that makes it 

work.  If people can reject a free and fair election – which the 2020 Presidential contest was – 

simply because they don’t like the results, then we no longer have a functioning democracy. We 

have chaos.  We have a mob sacking the Capitol. We have Jan. 6. There is a short straight line 

between them.    

Trump invented the Big Lie and Eric Schmitt has been a leader in sustaining and 

spreading it. Schmitt hasn’t just gone along with the Big Lie. He has been its great and eager 

champion.  

In my book that’s disqualifying. It also means that neither Trump nor Schmitt can 

justifiably call themselves a Republican, let alone a conservative Republican.  They are both 

radicals. 

The Republican Party I believe in is the party of Lincoln -- the party of Union and 

appeals to “the better angels of our nature.”  The party of Trump – with Schmitt, again, as a 

leading lieutenant – is the party of disunion and of implicit and explicit appeals to some of the 

basest qualities of human nature.  

The Republican Party I believe in stands for civil rights for all Americans.  Trump called 

Ku Klux Klan and Nazi protesters in Charlottesville, Va. “good people.” The party he took over 

let him get away with it.  

The Republican Party I believe in was represented by a President, George W. Bush, who 

stood before Congress after 9/11 and defended Muslim people and Islam as a religion of peace. 

Trump banned Muslims from entering America. 

The Republican Party I believe in was the party of fiscal discipline. Under Trump the 

federal debt ballooned by 39 percent in only four years.   
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 America has to find a way to return the Republican Party to the values that have served 

our country so well over so many years.  That starts most importantly with a Republican Party 

that believes in abiding by the results of free and fair elections. But it also includes a return to 

values such as unity, respect for others, civil rights and tolerance for all, and fiscal discipline.   

 I have every confidence that John Wood will continue to champion these goals. I will too. 

But this has never been about one man running for one office in one year.  We will find other 

means to deliver the message that for all of our differences we are one people.  The age of Trump 

will pass.  I believe in the American people, and especially those I know best, the people of 

Missouri.  We are a good people.  We know right from wrong.  We know that politics has gone 

terribly wrong, that politicians are causing great damage to our beloved country.  Our message 

will be heard, soon I think. 

### 

 


